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Continuity and Change on the Silk Road
	During 200 B.C.E. to 1450 C.E. the late classical period came to its end and the post classical period began. The Silk Roads, developed in 206 B.C. by the Han Dynasty allowed the empire to keep in contact with the kingdoms of Central Asia and became the trading rout between China and the West. During this time the Silk Roads continued to spread religion but they also allowed new pathogens to spread, diplomatic travel to develop and new technology to diffuse.
	Although, The Silk Roads continued to influence societies, new empires flourished and the Silk Roads also influenced the increase of a certain social class. During this period one of the major social changes was the growth and of new empires in the Silk Roads. For example, in 330 C.E. the Byzantine Empire emerged as well as the Sasanid Empire in 226 C.E. The Byzantine Empire developed as the eastern half of the Roman Empire when the Western Roman Empire collapsed. The rise of a new powerful empire allowed trade to increase in the Silk roads. In fact, the Byzantine Empire revived the Silk roads during this time because it served as the western anchor of a Eurasian trading network. Also, the Silk Roads created social consequences. For instance, the merchant class increased. Since the Silk Roads focused on luxury goods, peasants in the Yangzi River delta gave up the cultivation of food crops to produce silk, paper, porcelain, lacquerer, and iron tools which were destined for the Markets of the Silk Roads. As a result long distance trade allowed peasants to improve their economy and as a result, the merchant class increased. Although, during 200 B.C.E. to 1450 C.E. new empires prospered and a certain social class increased the Silk Roads continued to influence societies. Religion never stop spreading and impacting other societies. For example, Buddhism became popular in oasis communities because it appealed to merchants. As a result Buddhism spread thought Central Asia and East Asia. The Silk Roads allowed distant societies to interact with each other and eventually resulting in the influence of societies.
	During this time the Silk Road underwent a series of technological changes that impact the environment. In the Post Classical Era, Tang and Song craftsmen invented entirely new products such as gunpowder, printing and the magnetic compass.  While seeking the elixirs to prolong life. Daoist alchemist accidentally developed gunpowder. It was soon taken advantage by military officials. Gunpowder changed the concept of warfare forever and continued to disrupt the environment. The Silk Roads allowed this new technological innovation to diffuse more rapidly and efficiently and by the thirteenth century it had already reached Southwest Asia and Europe. Also, another change in the interaction with the environment would be the development of new agricultural techniques. During the Post Classical Era Chinese cultivators adopted the use of the heavy plow and organized extensive irrigation systems. The heavy plow grant cultivators the ability to enriched lands for cultivation more efficiently than before and as a result this new agricultural technique became very popular and spread throughout the Silk Roads. Like the heavy iron plow the new types of artificial irrigation techniques also spread throughout the Silk Roads. Cultivators invented reservoirs, dikes, dams, canals, pumps and water wheels that vastly expanded China’s agricultural potential. The Silk Roads made it possible to extend these new artificial irrigation techniques to new lands. While, new technological developments and agricultural techniques are considered changes something that remained the same during this period would be that the Silk Roads continued to impact and disrupt the environment. For example this trade network consisted on the constant construction of roads. In other words, changing the landscape to secure these roads was inevitable and as a result it continued to disrupt the environment in an irreversible way. 
	One of the major economic changes in the Silk Roads was the Bubonic Plaque. Since the Silk Roads facilitated trade and communication across Eurasia the spread of pathogens became easier. During the Post Classical Era plague erupted in in Southwestern China and it was later spread to Southwest Asia and Europe. This plague  sometimes killed have of a population resulting in a decline of labors, merchants, and craftsmen. China’s depopulation and labor shortage disrupted economies. In fact it was one of the major reasons for the decline of the Mongol empire. Another change would be the diplomatic travels. Diplomatic travels were created to set trade relationships with foreign societies. For example, in 1246 Pope Innocent IV sent Giovanni de Piano Carpini as an envoy to the “Great Khan”. The purpose for this travel was to inform or report on how the Mongols are because Europeans wanted to establish relationships with them. As a result diplomatic travel allowed the economy to thrive and flourished. Finally, although significant changes economic changes happened, banking remained continuity. For instance, banking originated in classical Mediterranean business practices but Byzantine merchants made a more extensive use of it. Banking remain popular because it grant business men the ability to participate in commerce without having to possess large quantities of liquid wealth. This eventually provided support and boost for a dynamic commercial economy.
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