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Settled People’s Reactions Toward Mongol Expansion
 When Chinggis Khan brought all the Mongol tribes into a single confederation, the Mongol empire was created. Although they had a small population their military skills allowed them to conquer lands, like China, Persia, and even parts of Russia. While the empire continued to expand settled people reacted to Mongol expansion by fear, others by admiration and some even wanted develop relationships and interactions with them. Marco Polo and Ibn Battuta admired Mongol expansion because they benefited trade and Ibn al Antir reacted with fear because Mongols were seen as ruthless and cruel.
Documents 2, 4 and 5 show that people admired Mongol expansion. For instance, in the report on Marco Polo’s (a merchant) travels to Persia, he informs that merchants are being greatly benefited by Mongol rule. Document 1 indicates that if it wasn’t for the Mongol government, the people of Tabriz would slaughter travelers and merchants. This means that, Mongols provide safety for merchants. Since the evidence is from a merchant, it shows that they praised Mongols for protecting merchants and travelers. Document 4 talks about a European’s admiration towards the early Mongol expansion. For example, in the document concerning the Great Khan and its city, William of Rubrick is sent as an envoy of King Louis IX of France to observe and bring back news of the Mongols. The report reveals how the Great Khan administers his city and how its ruler is seen as a god. Since this document is from a European envoy, it reveals that they were impressed and admired Mongol expansion. Document 5 shows that travellers respected and appreciated Mongol expansion. This document is about Ibn Battuta’s journey to China during the end of Mongol rule. He informs what the Chinese’ culture is like. He explains that they are so strict with criminals that they provide safety for merchants. The fact that this document is from a traveller it reveals that they had a positive reaction toward Mongol expansion.  This three documents show that people admired and appreciated Mongol expansion especially travelers and merchants. While these documents seem to demonstrate how people admire the Mongols, it would be helpful to have a document written by a Chinese ruler. This document could help us understand the Chinese reaction toward Mongol expansion. For instance, the document would reveal that the Chinese were constantly threatened by the Mongols because of their propinquity. Also, since this report would come from a Chinese ruler, it would show that they viewed the Mongols as pitiless and cruel therefore it would how the Chinese feared them. 
Next, documents 6, 7, 8, and 9 demonstrate that some settled people feared Mongol expansion. For example, in the report concerning a Persian massacre and fear imposed by Mongols. Ibn al Atir,a Muslim historian, warns about the gruesome and careless Mongols. He reveals that the Mongols are savages who “destroy those who oppose him [the Great Khan].” This evidence show that they viewed the Mongols with disgust and thought that the they are to be feared. Document 7 talks about fear and terror toward Mongols. For instance,  in the document concerning submission to Mongols, by three Shi’te dignitaries of Baghdad, informs that they viewed Mongol expansion as inevitable  and therefore instead of impending war, they submitted. In other words, settled people reacted with submission and acceptance based on fear. Also, document 8 is a map that shows the Mongol expansion.  For instance, the Mongol empire consisted of places like China, Siberia, and even parts of Russia. This map reveals that thanks to their efficient military tactics and their fear imposed to people Chinggis Khan was able to unify the Mongols and create the biggest empire the world has known. In other word Chinggis Khan created his empire based on fear and submission.  The last document imposes fear to neighboring lands soon to be conquered by the Mongols. In the speech given by Genghis Khan to his men before the campaign into China the emperor is encouraging his military, he states that the more damage you cause your enemies the happier you will be. This served as a way to motivate the expanding empire but it also send horror to the enemy. Neighboring settled societies feared their expanding empire. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Finally, documents 1 and 3 show that settled societies want to have interaction and establish relationships with Mongols. For example, in the report on Mongol’s society, Giovanni de Piano Carpini a Franciscan envoy send by Pope Innocent IV, informs how the Mongols are. He states that when dealing with Mongols you have to be careful in other words he is warning people. Since this document is from an envoy, it shows that Europeans tried to establish a diplomatic system with Mongols. Also, document 3 talks about Christian’s reaction toward Mongol expansion. For example, in the report,  Guyuk Khan responds to the Pope, who demands the Mongols to turn to Christianity. The report reveals that, Europeans wanted to spread Christianity through the Mongol empire to establish peace. In other words, settled societies wanted to establish relationships by converting Mongols because they felt superior. These two documents demonstrate that Europeans wanted to establish relationships with Mongols by creating a dynamic system and converting them to Christianity.
While Chinggis Khan was expanding the Mongol empire with his efficient military, settled societies like the ones in Persia, China and Russia reacted with fear, others with admiration and some even wanted to establish relationships with them. Merchants and travellers admired and respected Mongol expansion because they provided safety for merchant and other settled societies feared them because they were ruthless and cruel.
	
 
